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ROAD SAFETY LECTURES IN SCHOOLS 

3241. Dr J.M. Woollard to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

(1) Do police currently attend primary schools to lecture students on road safety issues?  

(2) If the answer to (1) is yes:  

(a) what is the program called;  

(b) how long has it been running; and  

(c) how is its success measured?  

(3) If the answer to (1) is no, why not? 

(4) As statistics show that younger drivers are disproportionately represented in road crashes:  

(a) are driver training programs available to high school students through the school curriculum; 
and 

(b) if yes, what are these programs and which schools in the metropolitan area offer these 
programs? 

(5) If the answer to (4) is no, will the Minister give consideration to establishing a driver training program 
that students could participate in while at high school? 

(6) If no to (5), what alternative driver training programs are available for high school students? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

(1)-(3)  There is no formal program within Western Australia Police to conduct lectures at primary 
schools. In some regional areas the officer in charge of a station may attend a school upon 
request as a matter of courtesy however such attendance would be contingent on operational 
matters at the time.  

The core role of Western Australia Police with regard to road safety is enforcement of traffic 
legislation and regulations which can have an educational affect upon the community. The role 
of road safety education in Western Australia is undertaken by RoadWise and the Office of 
Road Safety. 

(4)-(6)  The School Drug Education and Road Aware program delivers comprehensive K-12 school 
based road safety education. The program includes: 

• Road Aware Parents — parents and carers of children aged 0 to 4; 
• Road Aware Kids — children aged 3 to 14, their parents and carers; and 
• Road Aware Drivers — young people aged 15 to 20, their parents and carers. 

The Road Aware Driver education program does not provide on road driver training. 

A recent review of world's best practice was unable to identify that driver training programs 
are effective in reducing crashes. In fact, in some instances young drivers can become 
overconfident about their abilities. Road safety research, to date, has also been unable to 
identify that participation in advanced driver training courses results in any significant or 
sustained benefit in respect to crash or violation involvement. Nonetheless, Western Australia 
is monitoring a national driver training program being developed for a trial in New South 
Wales and Victoria. 

Rather than advocating driver training, research indicates that the best system is one which 
allows young drivers to develop the necessary car control skills and the on-road driving 
experience to cope with hazards and distractions. In fact, the single most important factor in 
reducing crashes among young people is hours of supervised driving experience. Research 
shows that 120 hours of supervised on-road driving experience provides a real and measurable 
safety benefit. In Sweden, the introduction of that requirement resulted in a reduction in novice 
driver rash risk of 40 per cent. 

The Government supports the introduction of 120 hours although, due to concerns about equity 
and access, we have not moved to mandate this requirement as yet. The Government is 
examining how it can support the introduction of 120 hours of supervised driving so that all 
novice drivers across geographical locations and socio-economic circumstances are able to 
access an appropriate supervising driver and a suitable vehicle.  
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